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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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 Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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We perhaps would not want to be classified as an enemy of Jesus Christ, but there is really no alternative if we fail to serve Him actively. Jesus Himself said it unequivocally: "He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad" (Matthew 12:30). In the real world, there is no neutral stance that we can take with regard to God. The only right place to stand is shoulder-to-shoulder with Jesus Christ.


It would take a larger perspective than any of us have right now to see how much we really lose when we temporize and fail to take decisive action. Real life awaits us -- "abundant" life is what Jesus called it (John 10:10) -- but if we don't summon the courage to reject its opposite, that life cannot be ours. Like all other good things, the joys of life in God are the consequences of having a character that is not afraid to make big sacrifices.


“The well-defined spiritual life is not only the highest life, but it is also the most easily lived. The whole cross is more easily carried than the half. It is the man who tries to make the best of both worlds who makes nothing of either. And he who seeks to serve two masters misses the benediction of both.”


Henry Drummond


(Word Point, Gary Henry)





   In a book entitled Varieties of Southern Evangelism, Samuel S. Hill, Jr., undertakes to classify Southern Evangelical Protestants under four headings:  “(1) Truth-oriented EPs see religion as something you believe, its sacrament words are ‘New Testament Church’ and ‘Word of God.’ (2) Conversion-oriented EPs see religion as something you get and have, its distinctive sacrament word is ‘born again.’ (3) Spiritually-oriented EPs see religion as something you be (are); ‘the Lord is in my heart,’ (4) Service-oriented religion as something you do, ‘love your neighbor.’”


     Further describing the first group. “Truth-oriented EPs,” Hill writes; “Its goal then is to build true, pure—‘correct’—Christianity and to expose and undermine false teachings and corrupt churches and opinions.  Institutional examples of this version are Bob Jones University and its orbit of churches, Tennessee Temple College and its sphere of influence, the Churches of Christ (in their considerable variety), and a number of independent Baptist and sectarian churches.”


     I do not consider myself a part of an institution or denomination called “the Churches of Christ.”  I would not wish to be a part of any institution or denomination emphasizing truth to the neglect of evangelism, spirituality or service.  We are to “preach the gospel to every creature” (Matthew 16:16), and surely one “must be born again” to “see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).  All Christians should live so that they can say with Paul, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).  And anyone who does not realize that religion is something one does has 


missed the message of James who wrote, 





The assembly of disciples with whom I am associated is generally known as a church of Christ, but this within itself does not make us a part of a denomination by that name.  We do not use that designation to separate us from other Christians, and we are happy to accept any other designation found in Scripture.  As a body of Christians, we are independent under Jesus Christ—therefore free and responsible for being all that He would have us be, regardless of what other groups known as churches of Christ might be.


     The primary meaning of the word sound is “having all its parts.”  To designate a congregation as sound simply because it is concerned with the truth and without regard to its failures in evangelism, spirituality and service is to fall into the very error ascribed to “the churches of Christ” above, and to the effort of the Pharisees (Matthew 23:23).  Perhaps no church exists which is perfectly sound, but this must be our goal.  Each member should be doing what Epaphras did for the church in Colossae:  “always laboring fervently for you in prayers that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God” (Colossians 4:12).


     We should not only pray for the church, but make certain that in our personal lives we emphasize every part of being a Christian.  “But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing” (James 1:4).  “Now may the God of peace . . . make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen” (Hebrews 13:20-21).








					





SOUND CHURCHES


By Sewell Hall








“Pure and undefiled religion before our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world”(Js1:27).


     At the same time, I would not wish to be a part of an institution or denomination which was not concerned with building “true’—correct’—Christianity” and exposing and undermining “false teaching and corrupt churches and opinions.”  It seems to me that these were the very activities which formed a major part of the ministry of Jesus.  In fact, my own desire to be a true—correct—Christian, rejecting “false teaching and corrupt churches and opinions,” makes me unwilling to be a part of any Evangelical Protestant denomination, or of any other denomination for that matter.


     In order to be a member of a denomination, one must accept some teaching other than the teaching of Christ or emphasize one facet of His will to the exclusion or neglect of some others.  This is what would set one apart from other followers of Jesus.  Such separation is the opposite of what the Lord desired—unity of His people.


     Although I am not affiliated with any denomination, I do have fellowship with a local assembly of Christians.  The apostle Paul was certainly not denominational, yet when he came to Jerusalem he undertook “to associate with the disciples” in that city (Acts 9:26, NASB), and they had the choice to receive or reject him.  When I go to a city, I make the same effort to associate with disciples.  I am interested only in a group that is striving to be the “New Testament church” in that community, and seeking to be that by following carefully the ‘Word of God’”  


At the same time, I want such a group to be concerned with conversions, with spirituality and with service.


     





 The Impossible Path Is the Most Popular


No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.  (Matthew 6:24)


Although it is impossible to keep one foot in God's camp and the other foot in the camp of God's enemy, this is an impossibility that most of us have attempted at some point. We find the dominion of Satan to be extremely oppressive, but we're not quite willing to let go of life in him in order to live life in God. And so we nod in God's direction, hoping that when the end comes we will have given enough of ourselves to Him that He won't mind that we kept a great deal back. We attempt to be God's servant without really serving Him, and by trying to do the impossible, we find frustration rather than fulfillment. Yet however frustrating it may be, this is by far the most popular path. We've been led to believe that we can grasp the "hope" of heaven and still retain all of the world that we care to keep.


There can be no seeking of God, however, without taking a stand for Him and against anything that is opposed to Him. As we make our decision, it may help us to recognize that when we fail to make a positive choice in His favor, we do actual damage to the Lord's interests.
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton’s, mother.  Bro. Rick Hulsey. 


 Sis. Nancy Woods, Bro. George Statham, 


Bro. Jack Green, recovering from a broken leg.


Bro. Norm Rich recovering from heart surgery


Zach and Heather Rogers.  Crystal Crouch.  


Sis. Patty Keenan’s parents. Check the board in 


the back for others that I missed. The many that


 are traveling this week.  The young people going


 off to collage and those already in school.


Our expectant mother, Alex Bowman


________________________________





Group “D” meeting after PM Service 


_________________________________





Upcoming Dates to Remember





        Fall meeting……October 24-27, 2010








_________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Matt Jones


Song Leader----Drew Bowman


Lord's Supper---Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 1-----Ken Gay


   Asst. 2-----Rodee Bruns


   Asst. 3-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 4-----Donny Gilbert


   Asst. 5-----Grant Hicks


2nd Prayer----Lloyd Jackson


Read Scripture---Jack Green


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Steve Huff


Closing Prayer---Mark Bowman 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Ross Statham


Song Leader-------Joe Phillips


2nd Prayer------George Wilcox


Read Scripture ---Josh Sams


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper----Cecil


Announcements----Steve Huff


Closing Prayer---Garrett Douthitt


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Matt Jones


 Invitation---Michael Burke


 Closing Prayer---Marty Hammond





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














